
Resolution #S6-^S3-(^ ̂ 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
THE THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF THE 

FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 

WHEREASt 

WHEREASf 

WHEREAS» 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

This Nation having accepted the Indian Reorganization Act of 
June 18, 1934, and the authority under said Acts and 

The Constitution of the Three Affiliated Tribes generally 
authorizes and empowers the Tribal Council to engage in 
activities on behalf of and in the interest of the welfare 
and benefit of the Tribes and of the enrolled members 
thereof ? and 

Article IV, Section 3(h) of the Tribal Constitution provides 
that a tribal primary election will be held on the third 
Tuesday in September of each even numbered year; and 

Such a tribal primary election was held on September 
1986, in the Parshall/Lucky Mound voting segments and 

16, 

The conduct of the above referenced tribal primary is 
governed by the terms and provisions of the Election 
Ordinance of the Three Affiliated Tribes, adopted, as 
amended, by the Tribal Council on June 30, 1986s and 

Certain allegations of misconduct by the Tribal Election 
Board appointed by the Tribal Council pursuant to the terms 
of the Election Ordinance have arisen in reference to this 
tribal primarys and 

These allegations of misconduct were presented to the Tribal 
Council by way of petition, attached herein as Appendix "A", 
on October 28, 1986, from named qualified voters of the 
above tribal election districts and 

WHEREAS, The Tribal Council believes 
misconduct may have merits and 

that these complaints of 

WHEREAS, The appropriate forum for the resolution of all the issues 
raised by the aforesaid petition is in the Fort Berthold 
District Courts and 

WHEREAS, There is a need for the expedited determination by the Fort 
Berthold District Court of the issues presented by this 
petition s and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That this matter is hereby transferred 
to the Fort Berthold District Court for disposition in no 
more than thirty (30) days from the date of this resolutions 
and 



"V 
' ^^ . -^ - ATTACHMENT "A" ^ • * • V fc,^ 

W P R T H E A g T S E 0 M P N T f F T I T I P W ^ ^ ^ 2 3 | 9 8 5 

We, the undersigned, adult enrolled members of the Three Affil iatedi 
Hidatsa, and Mandan), Northeast Segment, Fort Berthold Reservation, 
Dakota, hereby request reelect ion of the Northeast Segment Candidates before Movember 
k, 1986; or that JLU e l ig ib le candidates be granted to run in the Tribal General 
Council Election November h, I986 for the following reasons; 

t^mm^mis 
1. Our tribal, and civil rights have been violated and taken for granted by the Tribal 

Election Board ftppointed ty the Governing Body of the Tribes by pot adhering to 
^ the Tribal Election Ordinance No, ____ most recently approved by Resolution No. 

, dated I986. 

2, The Governing Body appointed one Camille Holthoff who fit us time resided in the 
tovm of Parshall; nor the Northeast Segment. Mrs. Holthoff was totally not 
)(nowledgeablv. and unfamiliar with the adult enrolled members, and families as 
to their established voting districts. This, also, was due to the fact that the 
Governing Body failed to have the adult enrolled members preregister prior to the 
Primary Election, In the past, as of 193^. the adoption of the Tribal Constit­
ution included the ripht to register io ypte. The members register to vote in 
the district they resided in; where they cast their first ballot or where they 
had land holdings. The right to register to vote is also included in the I968 
Indian Civil Rights Act. 

By having no voters 'registration list* at the Parshall Polling Place.in the 
Election held September I6, I986 caused tribal members from the East, West, and 
North Segments to vote for the Northeast Segment candidates. These members we/e 
brought to the Polls by the brother to two of the candidates. 

3. The Tribal Election Board, and Camille Holthoff serving as the Chairperson of 
the Bogird pppointed one j(evin Bracklin. a blood pep̂ iew to the Foote brothers , , 
who were candidates in the Election. We are most certain that his mere presence — 3 
intimidated a good number of the voters that were being brought to the Polls 
by his Mother and Aunt. 

k. Candidates who owed, and were delinquent to the Tribe were allowed to run, and 
their indebtness deferred. This action of the Tribal Election Board is totally 
unfair, and discriminatory to the eligible candidates who were required to pay 
in full all delinquent indebtness to the Tribes. This was discriminatory as 
many other members declined to run because of economic hard times were unable to 
pay delinquent debts due the Tribe. The candidates who were delinquent and 
allowed to run should be made to pay in full all delinquent debts, or be 
declared not eligible to run in the Election. These debts to include all farm, 
grazing, recreational, housing, housing lot rentals etc. 

5. Candidates were not thoroughly screened to establish the six irjonth residency 
requirement and/or the ope year requirement whichever was adopted in the 
most recent Election Ordinance. We have a right to certain procedural protection , 
because these changes affect the entire Tribes* future when not adherv too. 

6. The recent adopted Election Ordinance was at no time reviewed with the eligible 
candidates nor were the eligible capdidates informed of their rights, and what 
recourses were afforded them. The Election Board failed to give 'due process' 
to the eligible candidates. 

7. At-fhe Northeast Segment Polling Place, September 16, I986, only pne poll t>Qok 
was used whereby each voter signed their name and address themselves across from 
a specific number. LaVonne Bruce, an eligible candidate, voted at 6:00 p.m. 
She noted and commented while signing her name that she was the l̂ QOth person to 
vote. At 6:30 p,m., another eligible candidate voted, and he noted that he was 
the*'l68th to have voted. At the time of the counting of ballots, the above 
fact was brought to the immediate attention of Kipp Quale, a non-member of the 
Tribe because it was stated to the Public that the Northeast. Segment cast a 
total of 173. He left and quickly returned stating that an error was made at 
the Polls in the one poll book, and an XX was made and a new page started. He, 
nor the Election Board would permit one of the eligible candidates to see.the one 
poll book that was signed by the voters. This in itirself should be cause for 
reelection in the Northeast Segment, This is a tribal election and the I968 Indian 
Civil Rights Act includes the "right to have one's vote counted honestly." 

This Ordinance which was hurriedly passed hy the Governing Body should not have 
become effective until the following year as it is our understanding that the 
official copy is being completed from a rough draft. This should be cause to 
hold up the Election for the Governing Body to thoroughly study what they have 
adopted. 

-PA Qg 1-



N O R T H E A S T S E G M E N T P E T I T I O N C O N T -

We cannot have non-eligible candidates representing the Three Affiliated Tribes. It 
is extremely detrimental and will jeopardize.' the Tribes' future. We fear for our 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. We kindly petition the Tribal Business 
Council of the Three Affiliated Tribes to grant us our due process to have all eligible 
candidates of the Northeast Segment run in the November k, I986 Election based on the 
reasons contained in the foregoing PETITION. We pray you uphold the Tribal Constitution, 
and By-laws of the Tribes. 
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Resolution if86-J?^S~<2^ 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That Resolution No. 86-217-C is 
hereby amended so as to authorize the Fort Berthold District 
Court to determine the validity of any and all of the 
allegations raised by the aforesaid petition? and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That any further petitions 
alleging misconduct in relation to tribal primaries held in 
other voting segments must be filed with the Fort Berthold 
District Court no later than seven (7) days from the date of 
this resolution? and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the General Tribal 
Election scheduled to be held on November 4, 1986, is hereby 
postponed until December 4, 1986. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned, as Secretary of the Tribal Business Council of the j ^ ^ 
Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, hereby ^^ 
certify that the Tribal Business Council is composed of 11 members of 
whom 7 constitute a quorum, CJ were present at a cj3/%̂ g//9>̂  
Meeting thereof duly called, noticed, convened, and held on the ^ / ^ 
day of ^OC-rt)££l€^ , 1986; that the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted at such Meeting by the affirmative vote of t^ff members, ^^ 
members opposed. JL members abstainedi Cy members not voting. 
and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way. 

Dated the ^ / day of ^Cn3/^07C^ , 1986. 

ATTEST: 

TriJbal Business Council 


