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R e s o l u t i o n #80-3 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
THE THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF THE 

FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 

WHEREAS, Th i s Na t ion h a v i n g a c c e p t e d t h e I n d i a n R e o r g a n i z a t i o n Act o f June 1 8 , 
1934, and t h e a u t h o r i t y under s a i d A c t ; and 

WHEREAS, t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n and Bylaws o f t h e Three A f f i l i a t e d T r i b e s a u t h o r i z e s 
and eirpowers t h e T r i b a l B u s i n e s s C o u n c i l t o engage i n a c t i v i t i e s f o r 

. t h e w e l f a r e and b e n e f i t of t h e t r i b e s and t r i b a l members; and 

WHEREAS, of t h e t w e n t y - f i v e (25) CERT t r i b a l members, n i n e t e e n (19) have 
a l l o t t e d r e s e r v a t i o n ; and 

WHEREAS, some 40% o f t h e e n e r g y r e s o u r c e s on CERT r e s e r v a t i o n s a r e i n d i v i d u a l l y 
owned, w i t h some a s h i g h as 90%; and 

WHEREAS, CERT was c r e a t e d t o r e p r e s e n t t r i b a l i n t e r e s t s a s a w h o l e , and t h i s 
i n t e r e s t i s b o t h gove rnmen ta l and p r o p r i e t a r y w i t h r e s p e c t t o t r i b a l 
l a n d b u t mere ly gove rnmen ta l w i t h r e s p e c t t o i n d i v i d u a l l y owned 

, a l l o t t e d s u r f a c e and s u b s u r f a c e l a n d s ; and 

WHEREAS, T r i b a l governments canno t p r o c e e d w i t h o r d e r l y , p l a n n e d , and soxmd 
r e s o u r c e s deve lopment i m t i l t h e y have d e v e l o p e d p o l i c i e s , p r o c e d u r e s , 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s which i n c l u d e and s e c u r e t h e r i g h t s o f i n d i v i d u a l 
I n d i a n l a n d o w n e r s ; and 

WHEREAS, t h e r e i s a n e e d f o r CERT t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e t r i b e s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
d e c i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g r e s o u r c e d e v e l o p i t e n t . But t h e j o b o f deve lopment 
of t r i b a l g o v e r n m e n t a l c a p a c i t i e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o e n e r g y r e s o u r c e i s 
c o m p l i c a t e d b e c a u s e t r i b a l gove rnmen ta l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s must i n c l u d e 
i n d i v i d u a l l y owned l a n d a l o n g w i t h t r i b a l ; and 

WHEREAS, b e c a u s e of t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e s e r u l e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , t h e r e 
e x i s t s a need t o a n a l y z e and c l a r i f y : t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of t r i b a l 
government t o a l l o t t e d l a n d i n t e r e s t s , t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f b o t h 
BIA and t h e t r i b e s ,to i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n l a n d o w n e r s ; and 

WHEREAS, t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t r i b a l government and t h o s e o f i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n 
l andowner s may c o n f l i c t a t some t i m e ; i t t h e r e f o r e n o t b e i n g i n t h e 
i n t e r e s t s e i t h e r o f t r i b a l government o r CERT t o u n d e r t a k e t h e j ob 
o r r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e i n t e r e s t s of i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n l a n d o w n e r s , 
t r y i n g t o b a l a n c e them w i t h t h o s e of t h e t r i b e s ; 

SHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, t h a t t he Three A f f i l i a t e d T r i b e s s u p p o r t s CERT i n 
r e q u e s t i n g t h e American I n d i a n Law C e n t e r t o seek f imding w i t h CERT 
s u p p o r t t o u n d e r t a k e a cp i rp rehens ive r e v i e w of t h e r i g h t s of 
i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n l a n d o w n e r s ; t o r e v i e w e x i s t i n g f e d e r a l and t r i b a l 
laws and p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s ; a n d , t o make recommendat ions f o r 
ad ju s t r aen t s i n f e d e r a l and t r i b a l p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s which w i l l 
assume t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s o f i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n l a n d o w n e r s ; 
and, t o make recommendat ions f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s by which 
landowners can have a vo i ce i n m a t t e r s which a f f e c t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s 
a:t bo,th. . the t r i b a l and f e d e r a l l e v e l s . 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I , t h e u n d e r s i g n e d , a s S e c r e t a r y of t h e T r i b a l B u s i n e s s C o u n c i l o f t h e Three 
A f f i l i a t e d T r i b e s o f t h e F o r t B e r t h o l d R e s e r v a t i o n , h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t h e 
T r i b a l B u s i n e s s C o u n c i l i s composed o f 11 members of whom 7 c o n s t i t u t i n g a 
quorum, 9 were p r e s e n t a t a S p e c i a l I f ee t ing , t h e r e o f du ly c a l l e d , n o t i c e d , 
convened , a n d , h e l d on t h e ^ 3, ^̂  day o f J a n u a r y , 1980; t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g 
r e s o l u t i o n w a s : d u l y a d o p t e d a t such m e e t i n g by t h e a f f i r m a t i v e v o t e of 9 
members, 0 members o p p o s e d , 0 members a b s t a i n e d , 0 members n o t 
v o t i n g , and t h a t s a i d r e s o l u t i o n h a s n o t been r e s c i n d e d o r amended i n any way. 

Chairman ( v o t i n g ) (ngt T,Totiiag) . 

Dated t h i s 3 day o f J a n u a r y , 1980,. 

SECRETARY, T r i b a l B u s i n e s s Counc i l 

ATTEST,: 

CHAIRMAN, Tribal Business Council 


