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Tn . . ; AFFILIATED TRIlES 
FORT BERTHOLD RES: RV\1!CN 
NEW TOHN, NORTJ.l DAKOTA 

Special Neeting 
January 22, 1960 

Meeting was called to order--- ------~---------------··--------l 
Charles & Hazel Blake's land exchange------------------------l 
Motion on land exchange---~----------------------------------l 
Governors Interstate Indian Council resolution---------------l 
Gra'lt Loan Program discussed---------------------------------2 
Introducati on---- - --- .. - - .. ---- - ----------- ------------ ------ --2 
Purpose, Justification and Need------------------------------3 
Socia1 .Security, quarters of coverage needed-----------------4 
Reso1uf lon, protesting enforcement of Bureau regulations 
alienating trust land to fee patent status-------------------4 
Memorandum---------------------------------------------------5 
Motiono;n reso1ution------------------ -----------------------5 
We1f8re cases in South Segment------------- --------------- ---5 
Twin Buttes School w"ter prob1em--------------------------·---6 
Motion to purchase Huber 1?nd--------------------------------7 
Motion to adjourn------- ------------------------------------~7 
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Name of Tribal Organization: 

Place of Meeting: 

Speci '1 Meeting: 

"INUTES 

Three Affiliated Tribes, Fort Berthold 
Reservation, New Town. North Dakota 

Conference Room. New Town. North Dakota 

January 22. 1960 

Cha i rman James Hall called the meeting to order at 1:30 P.~. on January 22. 
1960. 

Present: Tho~as Bluestone, Charles Fox. James Hall, Leland Hall, John Starr. 
Valentine Wells. John White, John Wilkinson. B. J. Youngbird. 

Tarqy I Guy Fox 

Chairm?n James Hall: The first thing we have on the agenda is this land deal 
Df Charles and Hazel Blake . It is a proposed land exchange with the Tribe. 
Thi s land transaction was tabled at our last meeti~g, until the ryarties were 
interviewed. The land Cornnittee went on record 8nd anproved the exchange. The 
question ca~e up on the difference in value. [ n one bf~the previous meetings 
the Council made a stand not to oay the difference. It had to be an even 
trade . The following is the proposed land exchange. 

Tribal 578A SE~ Sec. 25-152-94, 160 acres, $3400. 00 

Hazel Blake 382A SEfrSE' ~, NEzswt, WtNW;\:Sw!, Sec. 8-150-93, 100acess. $950.00. 

Charles Blake 1787, lots 1, 2, 3, 4. stNt Sec. 3-149-93. 319.12 acees.t.;3000.00 

Blake's 
Tribal 

$3950.00 
..)400. 00 
~O.OO difference to be paid by the Tribe. 

The Tribe will disryose of 160 acres of grassland for 419.12 acres of rough 
grazing l:md. 

Lee Hall: The Tribe is gaining 259 acres. The land committee recommended to 
the Council for the approve1 of the exchange. We figured this out. 

James Hall: What is the action of the Council? 

Motion "lade to a1J!)rove the land exchange of Charles and Hazel Blake with the · 
Three Affiliated Tribes. Second, motion carried. 

Chairman James Hall: We have a resolution which was adonted Narch L, 1950 
at St. Paul, Minnesota . How the Governors Interstate Indian r.ounci1 was f.amed. 
There is a memorandum attached to the resolution, and it is to tpe ~xe~tive 
Committee and Board of AdVisors, Institute of Indian Studies. The subject 
is on tenative plans for the Institute ' s Sixth Annual Conference on Indian 
Affairs . This usually takes place at the State UniVerSity of South Dakota, 
Vermillion. South D~kota. The Chairman of this Conference was John Articoker. 
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Valentine l-lells: There was :10 act.ion t.al<en on the resolution etc. 

James H"U: Someone should call Dewey Clifford doloTn and the Council can go 
over this c,r",.t.··].OWI Program. 

Nr. Clifford: On this ProrJosed Agricultural Grant Loan Program here are the 
figures that it is going to take to get it in operation etc. 

Loan fudns meeded -------- - ,,~ , . .... ~~G30,000 . 00 
Grant funds needed 1st to 5 yrs= 789 , 000.00 
Reduced grand fundS 6 yr. thru 2th. 31[,{lOO_._OL 

Total. t.$.l, 73 ,&00.00 

H,734,600.oo 
Administrative costs for one year. 40,104.00 

Total 11>1,774, 70h.00 

Exhibit I 84 applicants 
460 neople 

80 families 
4 singles 

There was a discussion on the loan funds, grant funds, costs and how many 
people the prORr'1lll would take c're of. 

Dewey Clifford to t he Council: Should we go over the whole thing? 

The Council was in favor of reviewing the prOposed program. 

Mr. Clifford: Here is the introduction on this Proposed Agricultural Grant 
Loan Program. 

Mr. Clifford h~ded each council ~ember copies of thp. exhibits. In the first 
copy was the introduction. 

Location: The Fort Berthold Reservation is located in the north­
western-part of the State of North Dakota, with agency headquarters 
located 8t New ToloTn, North D8kota. 

~ Land oloTned by the Triba end individually by its members 
amount to approximately 426 .413 of which 88% (373.598 acres) is 
grassland and 12% (52,815 acres) is f armland. The Tribe owns 
apprOXimately 5% (21 ,308 acres), with individual members owning 
95% (405,105 acres) of the reservation trust lands. Approximately 
155,000 acres of reservationJlands were lost as a result of construc­
tion of the Garrison Dam. 

Segments of Reservation: The reservation is divided into five (5) 
di stinct seg'.1ents, North, West, South, East and Northeast segments 
and located in five counties, namely; McKenzie, Dunn and Mercer 
located west of the Missouri River, and Mountrli1 and McLean east 
of the Missouri River. 

On-off ~~lation: Resident population of Tribal members is 2,660 
and off reservation pODu1ation is 991 members, total population 3,551. 
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Land Utilization: Presently the utiliaation of reservation trust 
lands for agricultural purposes ~ members of the Three Affiliated 
Tribes amounts to only approximately 33'~, Yhich is quite alarming 
consideri1g that 67% of reservation trust lands are being utilized 
by nonolloIndians. 

Reservation_Agricultural Capacity: Agricultur~l surveys made on the 
Fort Berthold Heservation in the past indicate a capacity for 184 
economical agricultural units. 

Economical Agricultural Units: Presently there are approximately 40 
economical units operated by Indians on the Fort Berthold Reservatio~ 
owning 4325 head, of cattle. Non~Indian owned cattle on the reservation 
amount to 8,804 head. 

The next exhibit was Puroose. Justification and Need 

The purpose of the proposed Agricultur'll Grant-Loan Program is: 
(1) To provide members of the Three Affiliated Tribes who are 
landowners an opportunity, which in not otherwise provided, to 
utilize their lands and thereby elevate their Sub-standard 
econ~, (2) To substantially reduce the financial burden placed upon 
the Branch of Welfare ~ members of the Tribe due to present eEonomic 
conditions, (3) To provide members of the Tribe and their families 
an opnortunity to (~alify for Social Security benefits, (4) To 
provide agricultural education and work experience for the children 
of Agricultur~l Grant-L~an clients, (5) To enable loan clients under 
this progra~ to beCOMe self-sufficient or qualify for finanCing 
from other sources of credit to attain self-sufficiency. 

The need for the pDoposed program is indicated by the increasing 
welfare and general assistance rolls, t One lack of interest shown 
~ tribal members to take advantage of Adult Vocational Traintigg 
and their reluctance to relocate from the reservation. 

Justification for the program is indicated above and ~ the des ire 
and motivation of tribal members in wanting to hetter their exonomic 
and social status, the favorable historical agricultural background 
of members of the tribe, the landowners above all should be given an 
opportunity to fully utilize their lands. 

It is believed that if the proposed program is institueed on the 
Fort Berthold Reservation that the landowners will avail themselves 
to the fullest extent of the opportunities provided under such a 
program. It is also felt that an agricultural program on the Fort 
Berthold Reservationis baSic and that the success of most other pro­
grams will depend upon the implementation and degree of progress made 
toward the full utilization of the agricultural potential of the 
reservation ~ tribal members. 
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Month in which retireqent age is reached (65 for men; 62 for women) 

Year of·hirth 

Hen Age Homen Age Jan.June July-Dec. Yr. 
1888 or earlier •••••• 72 1891 or earlier •••••••••• 69 6 lt 6 lt 
1889 · ............... 71 1892 •........•.........• 68 6 1 7 1 3/4 
1890 · ............... 70 1993 •• . . . . • . • . • . • • . . . ••• 67 8 2 9 2t 
1891 • ••••••••••••••• 69 1894 . .................•• 66 10 2t 11 23/4 
1892 · ............... 68 1895 · ................... 65 12 3 13 3t 
1893 • ••••••••••••••• 67 1896 • ••••••••••••••••••• 64 14 3t 15 3 3/4 
1894 · ..... " ......... 66 1897 · ................... 63 16 4 17 14 
1995 • ••••••••••••••• 65 19,8 · ................... 62 18 14 19 4 3/4 
1896 • ••••••••••••••• 64 1899 · ................... 61 20 4 21 !J: 
1897 · ............... 63 1900 • •••••••••••••••••• • 60 22 5t 23 5 3/4 
1898 • ••• • ••••••••••• 62 1901 · ................... 59 24 6 25 6± 
1899 •............ . ..• 61 1902 · ................... 58 26 6t 27 6 ·3/4 
1900 • ••••••••••••••• 60 1903 · ................... 57 28 7 29 7* 
1901 · ............... 59 1904 · ................... 56 30 7! 31 7 3/4 
1902 • ••••••••••••••• 58 1905 · ................... 55 32 8 33 at 
1903 • ••••••••••••••• 57 1~O6 · ................... 54 34 8t 35 8 3/4 
1904 · ............... 56 1007 · ................... 53 36 9 37 9t 
1905 · ............... 55 1908 · ................... 52 38 9t 39 9 3/4 
1906 or.later ......•• 54 &1909 or later •••••••••••• 51& 40 10 40 10 

Younger Younger 

There was a discussion on Social Security. It was stated, that a notice of 
ruling (for Indians), inCOMe frOM trust lands was considered not taxable. 
Any crops derived from trust landS also not t8xable. Other things such as 
cattle sales were. This notice was received fron the Solicitor's Office. 

Mr. Starr asked the question on the age limit of this program. Mri Clifford 
answered the question, said the limit w~s to 60 years. There was more dis­
cussion on the age limit. 

~1r. Clifford: I believe this is all I have and if there is more questions 
you would like to ask, Just go on ahead. 

Chairman Janes Hall: I quess, that is all at t ·'lis time. 

Chairman Janes Hall: Someone better c",ll }1r. Drissen · in. We have this 
resolution on the Protesting Enforcement of Bureau of Indian Affairs Regula­
tions Alienating Trust Land to fee patent status upon sale betweeen Three 
Affiliated Tribes members or between Indians. 

Mr. Drissen: was called into the meeting. 

Chairman James Hall to Mr. Drissen: Here is this protest, maybe you can 
expllin the whole matter to the Council. You are posted on these things that · 
has anything to do with realty. 
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Mr. Drissen: This pertains to land purchases between Indians or members 
of the Three Affiliated Tribes in this case. Only lands purchased by the 
Tribe can be conveyed in trust status. 

An Indian who aC~tires land by purchase, Bny land, in every case has to be on 
a fee sinple status. There is an exception on sales to tribal members who 
are considered in need of Bureau assistance in handling their affairs. 

Mr. Drissen gave an illustration and explaination on land purchases etc., also 
on the amended regulations. 

A memorandum was read to the Council: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Su~erintendent, Fort Berthold Agency 

drench of Realty, Aberdeen,Area Office 

Advertisement of lands in accordance with amended 
re!!u1ations nertaining to nart 121, title 25, CfR 
published in the Federal Register of September 2, 1959. 

Amended: Title to lands sold as a result of this advertise"e'1t will 
be conveyed in a fee simple status, except sales to the tribe which 
will be conveyed to said tribe in a trust status. 

Title to lands sold as a result of this advertisement will be con­
veyed in a fee simple status, except sales to those Tribal members 
who are considered in need of Bureau assistance in handling their 
affairs, and aales to the tribe, to whom tItle will be conveyed in 
trust status. 

There was some discussion on the anended regulation. 

Chairman Ja"es Hall: Let's take some action on this protest. 

Motion made to adopt the resolution providing it is revised or the wording 
is changed. Second. Notion was withdrawn. 

John Starr: I like to get an answer on some hardship cases we have in the 
South Segment. We have l'Jirriarn Stone she has three children. She is not getting 
commodities. There is Nrs. Phillip Benson who has 9 children, husband in jail. 
She has no wood or coal and also Isa~c Price. Ike has no road can't get to 
his place. He has to walk to get out. Who is going to pay for this? From 
what fundS? 

The council discussed the cases and assured Mr. Starr that Mr. Holliday would 
inDestiga~e the cases mentioned. 

They would be given general assistance. Some of the Council members felt if 
the Tribe "lade coal and wood deliveries othel"·people would be asking' for the 
sa~e kind of help. The council suggested to have Phillip Benson released 
from Jail so he could haul his fuel needs etc. He could be let out for a 
week or be placed on probation. 
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!-ir. ;':or!len steted t ",Rt he 1L~ not w;; ·.t "nY0ne st,,:rvinQ "·'.ct so:-.e heb ~-IO\lld be 

forth C0\1J.:-g. ;,i1enever I'n investiration 'is p'.a j " 0 ': the C8ses "ne' t,~· ~t uill 

be deter",ine1 how h~ · 1 t ' lC ,'teed is. 

fir. Norken: ~:r. C: "'.ir'".;.n, I h,..vc a t our); ,.,ro~le" ~n.:J • pro1)osition, I would 

like to (,nve t ' \'3 floor, let :'e talk for ?.hout five n'. ',utes. 

Nr. ~,orken: Here is tIle situation in the South Segment. There is a shortage 

of wzter supdy at the Twin Buttes School. This should have heen solved a 

long time ago, bat this is beside t\e point. lie have got en alloc'!tion for 

some money, th"t is t~ le I:ureou for use on this water situ~tion. I a"~ asking 

this, if the council ~tO 1e! £:0 along on it. I'll rive an illustration on what 

I am f)etti:1r ;It. 

The school site lies :le;{t to the Huber l<md, which is a key tr;ct becnuse there 

is a sorin£' on it . This tr~ct I run refe1:'rinf) to is o\/l'led D)' the l1uber fa.llily. 

The spri:1S is --roduci 11,. water at the r~te of 9 9"llons per Minute. If this 

spring is deve1lr!Jed it I"a:j nroduce t1S much as 18 C~llons a !'linute • . 

There has been a rumor th~t VIe Huber's w"nt to sell t!'e property. Before 

going into b.is, I wille:<:p1ain. The Huber f<ltl.ily h"s h ... d to wnit a long time 

for settle'le'.t on t !'e 1" ,.,,1 the:,' sold to t~le l:ni tee! Stt>tes for the School. 

The United St".tes Corp of Engineers bour ht this tr3ct where the Twin Buttes 

School is now loc?ted. The mane:, is here for t !!e settleMent from the Corp 

of Engineers ~nd ~:e expent that in about 45 '~a:js it will be ready for dis­

bursement. 

The Hubers m~' not c r re to sell the property, hut if they rio it would help 

very much if the Tribe could buy the l2nd. The goverme",t has no use for all 

of it. It needs only the water ~,d enought Innd or an easement on it to 

develop the s;Jring and pipe the wnter to the school uater t~nk. I wonder if 

the Tribe wou1<:1 \~.ry the l'1nd if the Huber family should decide that they want 

to sell it. 

Valentine ilells: There is " house Md 2 b?r c, on the property. Maybe I can 

write to ~;rs . Huber tlne! see what she thinks about it. i 'will ask her if she 

would care to sell the land. 

Mr. Harken : You can (ive her an assur a.'lce t lwt it will not, be entangled again 

on this old heirshi'l , hecf'use t hd h1',s been settled. The f:>lIlily C2n be assured 

of a shorter w',it if it is uurcr,2sed. ;Ihat is the Tribe ' s reaction on this? 

lilr • Drissen: ~~e c;m !!e~. a· . ~::>prais ~l , a:; , it. The lands "~i.~h t!tey own are 

in allotments 38!3 and 5l5A, I'~lf4 ' llv¥r..t secti on 26 801 .IW:;, NtSItl 

Section 35-141-91. 

~ir. J',orken: The weather is good and if t ':e need for ~n Brlorais;:.l is reported, 

we could get it inspected within 2 week. What does the council think about it? 
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